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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The ruins of Nideggen Castle (German: Burg Nideggen) are a symbol of the town of
Nideggen in Germany and are owned by the county of Didren. The rectangular hill castle
was the seat of the powerful counts and dukes of Jllich and had a reputation in the
Middle Ages of being impregnable.
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Articles can have geotags (geographic coordinates):
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Geotagged Articles in English Wikipedia
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For Wikipedia, this revealed an
imbalance of representation
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Why do we see this
imbalance of representation?
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Local participation requires connectivity
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The cost of broadband subscriptions relative to the gross national income per capita, in
2013. Graham et al. (2015), “Towards a Study of Information Geographies”
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In other words, we also see an
imbalance of participation
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Who has the capacity to tell their own story?

Contributions to
local content by
local editors

[ ]10-24.9%

[ ]25-49.9%
[ 50 - 74.9%
Bl 75 - 86.0%

Share of edits from domestic IP addresses (in %)
https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/the-uneven-geography-of-wikipedia/
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Who controls, creates and shapes these
digital representations of the world?
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The Wikipedia response: knowledge equity

“We will strive to
counteract structural
inequalities to ensure a
just representation of
knowledge and people in
the Wikimedia
movement.”

Knowledge equity: Knowledge and communities that have been left out
by structures of power and privilege

We will strive to counteract structural inequalities to ensure a just representation of knowledge
and people in the Wikimedia movement. We will notably aim to reduce or eliminate the gender
gap in our movement. Our decisions about products and programs will be based on a fair
distribution of resources. Our structures and governance will rely on the equitable participation
of people across our movement. We will extend the Wikimedia presence globally, with a
special focus on under-served communities, like indigenous peoples of industrialized nations,
and regions of the world, such as Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America.

We will welcome people from every background to build strong and diverse
communities.

We will create a culture of hospitality where contributing is enjoyable and rewarding. We will
support anyone who wants to contribute in good faith. We will practice respectful collaboration
and healthy debate. We will welcome people into our movement from a wide variety of
backgrounds, across language, geography, ethnicity, income, education, gender identity,
sexual orientation, religion, age, and more. The definition of community will include the many
roles we play to advance free and open knowledge, from editors to donors, to organizers, and
beyond.

We will break down the social, political, and technical barriers preventing people from
accessing and contributing to knowledge.

We will work to ensure that free knowledge is available wherever there are people. We will
stand against censorship, control, and misinformation. We will defend the privacy of our users
and contributors. We will cultivate an environment where anyone can contribute safely, free of
harassment and prejudice. We will be a leading advocate and partner for increasing the
creation, curation, and dissemination in free and open knowledge.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2017/Direction
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Wikipedia’s geotagged content for Africa is growing

Amount of geotagged articles, relative to Europe & Central Asia

e Middle East & North Africa
Sub-Saharan Africa
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Yet, the most detailed representations are
still not always written in a local language

The largest number of
Wikipedia articles about
this country are written in...

the dominant

local language

a local language, but
not the dominant one

[ ] aforeign language
Excluded from study

Mark Graham and Martin Dittus, Oxford Internet Institute

Martin Dittus, Mark Graham (forthcoming), “Mapping Wikipedia’s Linguistic Contours”
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Not everyone has access to
knowledge about the world
in their own language
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How does this shape our
understanding of the world?
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How does this shape our
actions in the world?
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Google Maps can help us move around the city
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Searching for restaurants in Cape Town

Afrikaans Arabic

11111

Chinese English
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Few results are actually in the chosen language!

Afrikaans Arabic

g

Chinese English
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What might this look like for Zulu, Swahili, Xhosa, ...?
In Johannesburg, Nairobi, Tangier, ...?

We are now preparing a more comprehensive study.

We need help translating search terms! We have selected
~40 search terms in English and would like to translate them
to major African languages, including Zulu, Swahili, Xhosa,
Afrikaans, and Arabic.

Email me at martin.dittus@oii.ox.ac.uk (I can give you a
business card), or speak to me today or tomorrow.

It likely won’t take more than 10 minutes!
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