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Geographic representation on Wikipedia
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Articles can have geotags (geographic coordinates):
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https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/mapping-english-wikipedia



@dekstop
@geoplace

Martin Dittus and Mark Graham · Information Geographies and Digital Maps
Geonet Symposium · 27-28 March 2019 · University of Johannesburg

Slide 5

For Wikipedia, this revealed an
imbalance of representation
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Why do we see this 
imbalance of representation?
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Local participation requires connectivity

The cost of broadband subscriptions relative to the gross national income per capita, in 
2013. Graham et al. (2015), “Towards a Study of Information Geographies”
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In other words, we also see an
imbalance of participation
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Who has the capacity to tell their own story?

Share of edits from domestic IP addresses (in %)
https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/the-uneven-geography-of-wikipedia/
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Who controls, creates and shapes these 
digital representations of the world?
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The Wikipedia response: knowledge equity

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2017/Direction 

“We will strive to 
counteract structural 

inequalities to ensure a 
just representation of 

knowledge and people in 
the Wikimedia 
movement.”
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Wikipedia’s geotagged content for Africa is growing
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Yet, the most detailed representations are 
still not always written in a local language

Martin Dittus, Mark Graham (forthcoming), “Mapping Wikipedia’s Linguistic Contours”
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Not everyone has access to 
knowledge about the world 

in their own language
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How does this shape our 
understanding of the world?
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How does this shape our 
actions in the world?
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Google Maps can help us move around the city
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Afrikaans Arabic

Chinese English

Searching for restaurants in Cape Town
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Afrikaans Arabic

Chinese English

Few results are actually in the chosen language!
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What might this look like for Zulu, Swahili, Xhosa, ...? 
In Johannesburg, Nairobi, Tangier, ...?

We are now preparing a more comprehensive study. 

We need help translating search terms! We have selected 
~40 search terms in English and would like to translate them 
to major African languages, including Zulu, Swahili, Xhosa, 
Afrikaans, and Arabic.

Email me at martin.dittus@oii.ox.ac.uk (I can give you a 
business card), or speak to me today or tomorrow. 

It likely won’t take more than 10 minutes!

mailto:martin.dittus@oii.ox.ac.uk
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THANK YOU!
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